finds refuge. This is all.
Kosky's book primarily concerns the real founder of the Hospital, Charles West (1816-98 Society, 1990, pp. xii, 473, $40.00 (0-87169-191-4) .
Biochemistry is surely destined in the near future for a higher profile within history of medicine. In an era of its ever-increasing importance to clinical medicine, Joseph Fruton, following on from his monumental synthesis Molecules and life, has written another book that everyone in the field will want to read. Norman, 1990, pp. xi, 236, illus., $125.00 (0-930405-19-6) .
Rudolf Virchow has been well served by historians. Erwin Ackerknecht's biography of the great pathologist is still fresh after almost forty years. For almost that long, the late Leland J. Rather devoted his formidable linguistic and scientific skills to explicating, translating, and elucidating the nuances of Virchow's medical and epidemiological contributions. Rather spent his professional life as a pathologist but, like Walter Pagel, history seems to have been his abiding love.
The posthumous publication of this commentary on Virchow's medical writings is a fitting culmination of these decades of scholarship. Rather was a master at using modern knowledge to aid in historical understanding. He never, however, fell into the trap of modernizing or blind hero worship. The present volume is based on a bibliography of Virchow's writings which was published by his pupil, Julius Schwalbe, as part of the celebrations of Virchow's eightieth birthday in 1901. Rather has corrected a few of Schwalbe's slips and added a few items which were either published subsequently or have since come to light. He has provided both German titles and English translations, and for about a third of Virchow's books and articles Rather offers commentaries which range from a couple of lines to more than two pages. These commentaries summarize what Virchow attempted in the relevant piece of writing, link themes to earlier or subsequent contributions and point the reader to relevant secondary scholarship. Generous use of quotations from Virchow's writings provide a kind of developmental chronology of his thinking. They remind us repeatedly that Virchow was not simply one of the founding fathers of cellular pathology but one of the outstanding liberal thinkers of the nineteenth century.
